This year we aim
for our our
children/tamariki
to have an
ENCOUNTER with
the person of
Jesus

★ Through knowing
the THEOLOGICAL
VIRTUES OF FAITH,
HOPE and Love.
★ We then take this to
our Gospel
teachings of Jesus
★ Then to our with
our Mercy values

SECOND READING

1 Corinthians 13. 4-13
Faith, hope and love abide; and the greatest of these is love.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians
4

Love is patient; love is kind;

love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.
5 It does not insist on its own way;
it is not irritable or resentful;
6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.
7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things.
8 Love never ends.
But as for prophecies, they will come to an end;
as for tongues, they will cease, as for knowledge, it will come to an end.
9

SECOND READING

1 Corinthians 13. 4-13
Faith, hope and love abide; and the greatest of these is love.

For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part;
10 but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end.
11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child,
I reasoned like a child;
when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways.
12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly,
but then we will see face to face.
Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully
known.
13
Now faith, hope, and love abide, these three;
and the greatest of these is love.
9

The Catholic Education of
School-Age Children
• For Catholic Schools, the values it promotes must be sourced from the
gospels, particularly the parables of Jesus.
• It is not appropriate to start with the values in the New Zealand
Curriculum. This leads to the schools adopting generic values which are
derived from humanism as is detached from the Catholic faith.
• Many values schools define as being important are in reality the values of
being a ‘good person.’
• The theological virtues come directly from God and lead us to God – and
leads us deeper into the life of Christ.

From the Catholic Catechism
● Virtues are gifts from God that lead us to live in a
close relationship with him. Virtues are like
habits. They need to be practised, they are both
gifts and actions.
● The Cardinal virtues are human virtues,
acquired by education and good actions.
● The Theological virtues come from God and lead
us to God. FAITH, HOPE and LOVE with the
greatest of these being LOVE as GOD is LOVE

We have 3 Theological virtues
(which enable human beings to participate in divine nature)

• Romans 13:8-14
• 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a, 13
• 2 Timothy 2:22-26
• Galatians 5:16-26
• 1 Peter 3:8-9

From these key words we get a glimpse of what the
Cardinal Virtues are…
•Exodus 34:6 - The LORD passed before him [Moses], and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD, a
God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness."
•Isaiah 11:1-3a - A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of
his roots./ The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. / His delight
shall be in the fear of the LORD."
•Hosea 2:19-20 - [God says to Israel]: "And I will take you for my wife forever; I will take you for
my wife in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love, and in mercy. I will take you for my
wife in faithfulness; and you shall know the LORD.“
•
•Micah 6:8 - He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

ALL GOSPEL VALUES BEGIN
FROM JESUS’ LAW OF LOVE
The Gospel Values are…

★ What Jesus said
★ What Jesus did
★ What He told us to do.

The Gospel teachings are:
★ Respect for the Life and Dignity of Each Individual
★ Trust in God
★ Honesty
★ Compassion
★ Forgiveness
★ Mercy
★ Community
★ Servant Leadership
★ Equality
★ Simplicity
★ Justice
★ Peace

Five of the Gospel teachings of
Jesus in Luke are:
★
★
★
★
★

Be Merciful (Luke 6:36)
Forgiveness (Luke 6: 37)
Seek Goodness (Luke 6:45)
Respect Others (Luke 14:11)
Be Kind and merciful (Luke 6:31).

★ Be Merciful (Luke 6:36)

★ Forgiveness (Luke 6:37)

★ Seek Goodness (Luke 6:45)

★ Respect Others (Luke 14:11)

★

Be Kind (Luke 6:31)

Our School is named after Our Lady Mary
St Bernadette was born in Lourdes,
France. As a child gathering ﬁrewood,
the Blessed Mother appeared to her
seventeen times. Bernadette was
urged to pray for sinners and to build a
chapel on the site. Bernadette dug into
the mud and a spring developed. Many
healings have been attributed to this
water.
As she got older, Bernadette became a
nun and passed away at the age of 35.

When Catherine McAuley was left
an inheritance, she knew exactly
what she wanted to do with the
money. She built a large house in
Baggot Street, in Dublin. She called
the new house the House of Mercy.
Catherine McAuley founded the
Sisters of Mercy in Dublin, Ireland in
1831. From these small beginnings
sisters and their companions in
mission now work in more than 40
countries worldwide.

The Sisters of Mercy were the ﬁrst religious sisters to come to Aotearoa
New Zealand arriving in Auckland from Ireland on 9 April 1850. From 1850
to 1897 four Mercy Congregations were founded in Aotearoa.
On 12 December 2005 the four Congregations of Aotearoa united to
become a single Congregation – Nga Whaea Atawhai o Aotearoa Sisters
of Mercy New Zealand.

Our School Beginnings
Palmerston North
In 1894, a group of Sisters of Mercy from
Wellington were invited to take charge of the
Catholic school in Palmerston North. Sister
Mechtilde, Sister Aloysius, Sister Stanislaus and
Sister Cecila Benbow moved to Palmerston North
and set up a Branch House. This began many
years of work by the Sisters of Mercy with the
Manawatu community.

They taught in a number of schools,
sharing with the children their deep love
for God.
The Mercy schools which still remain open:
★ St Matthew’s School, Marton
★ St Mary’s School
★ Our Lady of Lourdes School
★ St James’ School
★ St Peter’s College
Our Lady of Lourdes school was founded by the Sisters of Mercy and
opened on the 1st February 1950.

Our School Logo has a special
meaning
Our school logo takes the shape of a
wellspring which reminds us of Our
Lady’s appearance to St Bernadette at
Lourdes in France in 1858.
The wellspring symbolises the growth,
nurturing and learning that occurs here
at our school and our home/school
partnership.

From teachings of Jesus we have our Sisters of Mercy Charism,
Mission and Vision for our school/kura

CHARISM
To be witnesses of
Jesus,showing the
Mercy Sisters legacy
of:
Service

★

★Excellence
★Compassion
★Respect
★Hospitality
★Social Justice

OUR MISSION

OUR VISION

TO LIVE,LEARN
LOVE
the Mercy way
following the
Gospel
teachings of
Jesus

Inspired by the Gospel
teachings of Jesus to LIVE,
LEARN, LOVE with Mercy
Hearts to be:
★ COLLABORATIVE
★ CULTURALLY INCLUSIVE
★ RESILIENT
★ CREATIVE
★ REFLECTIVE
Witnesses to all

OUR SCHOOL MERCY VALUES
SERVICE
The Mercy value of service is about helping others. You help others
because it is what God wants you to do.
COMPASSION
The Mercy value of Compassion is about feeling that you can make a
difference. KINDNESS
RESPECT
The Mercy value of respect is about recognising the gifts and talents of
the people around you. It is also about being responsible for our own
actions and our own choices.

OUR SCHOOL MERCY VALUES
SOCIAL JUSTICE
The Mercy value of social justice is about being responsible for one
another and trying to make sure everyone is treated fairly and justly.
HOSPITALITY
The Mercy value of Hospitality is about making people feel welcomewhether it is someone new or someone you have known for a long
time.
EXCELLENCE
The Mercy value of Excellence is about being the best version of you in
everything you THINK, DO and SAY

Catherine’s
Childrens
Prayer

are
the
of teachings
MErcy?of
TheWhat
works of
mercy
areWorks
found in the
Jesus. They give us a model for how to treat others, as
if they were Jesus in disguise. Offering works of
mercy with sincerity show we are living like Jesus,
with our kind hands, kind words and kind heart.
The Works of Mercy are more than just an obligation.
They are performed as acts of love for our neighbour
and as a response to our deep love for God.
They show how we can live Jesus’ Law of Love.

The
Corporal
Mercy
The
Corporal
Works Works
of Mercy of
focus
on helping
people’s physical needs: food, water, warmth and
comfort.
Do you know any of them?

The Spiritual Works of Mercy
The Spiritual Works of Mercy focus on helping
people’s spiritual needs. This can be trickier but is
just as important at the Corporal Works of Mercy.
Do you know any of them?

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o9GlWOH_lRhm_HkCjKa8ZbQeW
8yAPdpZnn-7zEIRlEI/edit

